
698 PACIFIC WAY •  P.O. BOX 2510  •  GEARHART, OR 97138  •  PH (503) 738-5501  •  FAX (503) 738-9385 

TO BE COMPLETED BY CITY ADMINISTRATOR OR REPRESENTATIVE 

See “Pruning, Trimming and Removal of Vegetation and Trees” supplement 

PERMIT TO ACCESS BEACHES AND DUNES FOR VEGETATION REMOVAL ACTIVITIES 
VIOLATION OF THE ORDINANCE MAY RESULT IN A $500 FINE 

v4.2022 

TO BE COMPLETED BY APPLICANT 
Pruning/Trimming & Removal Done By 

  Property Owner 

  Contractor _________________________ 

         Ph# _________________________ 

Today’s Date Requesting Access For 

Date(s) ______________ 

Hours _______________ 

Site Address or Tax Lot Number 

Purpose of Access Request 

Type of Vehicle(s) Requesting Access 

Specific Beaches and Dunes Area Affected 

Beaches and Dunes Vehicle Entrance/Exit Point 

Property Owner Signature 

x_______________________________________

Contractor Signature (if applicable) 

x____________________________ 

Is this access reasonably necessary to conduct lawful activities? 
  YES 
  NO 

REQUIRED aerial view map to clarify work site boundaries included? 
  YES 
  NO 

Initial work site review and environmental damage discussion with 
Property Owner/Contractor complete? 

  YES 
  NO 

Is Nesting Season and/or Fire Season overlapping with work request? 

  YES _________________________________________________ 
  NO 

Property Owner/Contractor is required to agree to the following work site 
review terms: (check all that apply) 

 Pre-Work Review with Photos – prior to beginning 
 Mid-Work Review – to monitor progress 
 Post-Work Review with Photos – the final product 

Trees subject to this permit are visibly marked and meet requirements? 
  YES 
  NO 
 N/A – no tree work 

Activities which may be performed with allowed vehicles: _____________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Other Restrictions Noted: ________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

City Administrator/Representative Response: 
 APPROVED 
 DENIED 

Signed _____________________________________________________ 

Date _____________________________ 

 BEACHES & DUNES ACCESS & VEGETATION REMOVAL PERMIT 

*Bird Nesting Season is observed February through June*



 
Pruning, Trimming and Removal of 

Vegetation and Trees 
It is the City’s policy to limit the removal, destruction or uprooting of vegetation within 
the Beaches and Dunes Overlay District, except as reasonably necessary to accomplish 
the following objectives:  
 
(a) elimination of diseased or dead vegetation 
(b) elimination of noxious weeds 
(c) limited pruning, thinning, and removal of trees for the purposes of preventing the spread of 
forestation beyond areas which are already heavily treed, managing views, reducing the risk of 
fire, and otherwise enhancing public safety, and  
(d) within the area lying within 100 feet of the building edge of a house, garage, or attached 
decking, mowing of beach grass and small shrubs and removal of trees for ornamental and 
fire-prevention purposes, all as more particularly described below. Therefore, all removal, 
destruction or uprooting of vegetation is prohibited within the B.A.D. Overlay District, except as 
specifically provided herein. 
 
Further, any removal activities shall not lower the elevation of the foredune. Disruption of 
dune sand shall be kept to a minimum and repair or replanting may be required.  Any work in 
the B.A.D. on lands that Oregon Park and Recreation maintain and controls must also be 
permitted through OPRD. 
 
(1) Diseased or Dead Vegetation.  Every public and private owner of real property within the 
B.A.D. Overlay District is permitted to remove any diseased or dead vegetation from the 
property owner’s own property. 
 
(2) Noxious Weeds.  Every public and private owner of real property within the B.A.D. Overlay 
District is permitted to remove noxious weeds from the property owner’s own property. For the 
purposes of this section, “noxious weeds” shall include Scotch Broom and all other plant 
species which are listed as noxious weeds by the Oregon Department of Agriculture. 
 
(3) Trees.  Every public and private owner of real property within the B.A.D. Overlay District is 
permitted to prune, trim, or remove from such property any tree located on the property owner’s 



own property which has a trunk diameter of six inches or less, with such diameter being 
measured at a height of four and one-half feet above ground level. 
 
Each such property owner is also permitted to prune and trim any tree located on the property 
owner’s own property which has a diameter exceeding six inches, measured at a height of four 
and one-half feet above ground level, but any such pruning or trimming of such larger trees shall 
be limited to allow 30% trimming or thinning of spruce and other varieties but no vertical 
trimming. Allow 30% of trimming/thinning of shore pines along with minimum vertical trimming of 
shore pines to maintain views.  Trees over 6 inches in diameter may only be trimmed, thinned, 
or vertically trimmed once per the calendar year.  Vertical trimming is defined as cutting the 
main trunk near the top to reduce the height of a tree. 
 
All trimming on city property must be permitted by the City along with a plan from a tree 
trimmer/arborist showing how much will be trimmed and taking the aesthetics and health of the 
tree into account. 
 
(4) Fire Buffer Safety Zone:  Every public and private owner of real property within the B.A.D. 
Overlay District is permitted to remove from such property owner’s own property any tree which 
is located within 100 feet of the building edge of a house, garage or attached decking, and each 
such property owner is permitted to mow to ground level any beach grass, small shrubs, and 
other vegetation which is on such property owner’s own property and within 100 feet of the 
building edge of a house, garage or attached decking.   A permit must be applied for on public 
property. 
 
(5) Any property owner which engages in any of the vegetation-management activities which 
are permitted under this section is required to properly remove from the B.A.D. Overlay 
District substantially all of the organic debris material which results from such 
vegetation-management activities promptly after such activities have taken place. 
 
(6) Any action which a property owner is permitted or required to take under this section may be 
taken by the property owner either directly or indirectly (through the use of a contractor, or 
agent, or by allowing a third party to take the permitted action with the property owner’s 
consent). 
 
(7) Guidelines. The City shall make available to the public a written set of guidelines which shall 
advise property owners regarding methods for permitted pruning, trimming, and removal of 
vegetation which is recommended in order to make such efforts effective while mitigating 
potential negative impact to other surrounding vegetation or to nearby wildlife and wildlife 
habitat. 
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